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SUBJECT: REFUGEE BOAT CASE: ALNADJI 

1 . IN CONVERSATION WITH UNHCR REP SAMPATHKUMAR ON AUGUST 13 
EMBOFF LEARNED FROM HIM THAT HE HAD ADVISED SHIP'S AGENT FOR 
VESSEL ALNADJI THAT "IF SINGAPORE IS NOT PORT OF CALL IN NORMAL 
ROUTE, THE VESSEL SHOULD NOT CALL." HE ADDED THAT SHIP'S AGENTS 
HAVE DECIDED TO DIVERT TO PENANG, ETA, SATURDAY MORNING, AUGUST 
14. 

2. COMMENT: AS PENANG OF COURSE WAS ALSO "NOT PORT OF CALL ON THE 
ALNADJI'S NORMAL ROUTE" IT WOULD APPEAR THAT SAMPATKUMAR THOUGHT 
THAT GOM LIKELY TO BE MORE RECEPTIVE TO REFUGEES THAN GOS, AND 
ACCORDINGLY ADVISED SHIP'S AGENT TO SKP SINGAPORE. 
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